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	PENSION PROTECTION FUND

One of Prospect’s longstanding objectives is ensuring that the Pension Protection Fund (PPF) lives up to its name.  It was established in 2005 to provide pensions when the pension scheme of an insolvent employer cannot fund the purchase of annuities to meet the pensions rights of staff affected.  The idea is that the PPF taking over an underfunded pension scheme with no solvent employer avoids a total catastrophe for scheme members.  

Three major issues have affected Prospect members whose hard-earned pensions have been replaced by the provisions of the PPF:
· A cap (removed in 2021) on the level of compensation that saw some members get substantially less than the 90% pension protected by the PPF;
· A cap on inflation increases to the lower of 2.5% or CPI;
· The lack of any increases to pension accrued before April 1997.

	With the PPF being financially sound to the extent of having excess funds, Prospect is now lobbying for improved compensation, particularly for increases to apply to pre-1997 pensions.

We thank all those members who contacted their MP to influence the current Pensions Bill.  The support of members with secure pensions for members whose pension comes from the PPF is especially welcome.  Working together we can secure more for all members.
-------------------------------------------
ADMINISTRATION OF CIVIL SERVICE PENSIONS

Thank you to all members who provided information about poor service levels from MyCSP who administer Civil Service Pensions.  We have compiled a report that has been passed on to Prospect Pensions Officer Neil Walsh.  He has actively lobbied to address this. Prospect staff are working to address individual issues.
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	MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE (SEPTEMBER 2025)

Greetings to all Retired Members in Prospect.  We hope you survived the UK’s hottest summer on record without too many health problems.

Like the last issue, this comes to you via a link to a PDF copy on the Prospect website.  The new arrangement gives us freedom to format the bulletin in a more magazine-like fashion.  We are optimistic that it has your approval.

Did you know that 01 October is the United Nations International Day of Older Persons?  Each year on that day people across the world gather to recognise the occasion — a moment to reflect on the contributions, challenges, and lived experiences of ageing populations.  Google “international day of older people 2025” for more information.

Andrew Ruffhead




	WASPI RESOLUTION IN SIGHT?

A senior High Court judge has confirmed that a legal challenge brought about by the Women Against State Pension Inequality Campaign (WASPI) will be underway within weeks.  The WASPI team reports that the two-day showdown between campaigners and senior UK Government lawyers will begin on December 9, 2025.

An estimated 3.5 million 1950s-born women across the UK missed out on State Pension payments after increases to the official age of retirement by successive governments.  Ministers responded to the landmark report in December 2024 and accepted wrongdoing but refused to pay any compensation to any of the affected women.  Representatives from the DWP will appear in the High Court to defend the UK Government’s response to the Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman (PHSO) March 2024 report into State Pension age changes.
	RMG RESOURCES

RMG documents can now be accessed using the link
https://union.prospect.org.uk/crm-member-homepage/rmg-resources.html
Members need to log in in order to access the page. Once you are logged in, one way to “RMG Resources” is via a dropdown menu under “My account”. 

Documents include:
RMG Policies 2025 (from ADCs 2006-2025)
RMG Resolutions Document 2006-2025
Retired Members’ Bulletin (recent issues)
Retired Members Guide 2024
RMG ADC 2025 Interim Actions Taken Report
Actions Taken Supplement 2025
2025 RMG ADC Decisions



DON’T LET THE AGEISTS GRIND YOU DOWN!
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	RULES OF THE RMG

As of mid-September, the National Executive Committee had not yet approved the RMG Rules as updated by last February’s RMG Annual Delegate Conference.  The Group President does not believe there is a problem.  In the meantime. you can access the provisionally updated RMG Rutes via
https://21stcenturystoa.ucoz.com/RMG_Rules2025.pdf

Once approved, the rules will be added to RMG Resources.
-------------------------------------------------------
WANTED: MORE VOLUNTEERS

In the last few months, the RMG has made great progress
	in getting people involved in their Areas.  There is, however, still room for more members to volunteer as several Area Committees are under strength.  Organisational skills are desirable, but they need not have been exercised in Working Branch officerships & committees.  Much of RMG work is applied common sense in pursuit of fair play.

The Northern Ireland Area is particularly keen to have volunteers for Area Chair and Area Secretary.







	HAVE YOUR SAY


	[bookmark: _Hlk202775499]We hope you will attend your Area Annual General Meeting in October/November.  Details of AGMs – as currently available – are further on in this bulletin.  The RMG is doing everything possible to ensure that invitations are sent out to members via the new mechanism for emailing Prospect members.  Do take the opportunity to meet your Area Officers and Area Committee.

If you are so minded, you might wish to propose a motion at your AGM, with the intention of it going to the RMG ADC and perhaps even the 2026 Prospect National Conference.

If you have an idea for a motion, it might be worth discussing with your Area     
	Representative.  You may get some useful advice such as:
· “Some of those points might be best saved for your proposing speech.”
· “You need an instruction for your Area Committee that they can turn into an instruction to the National committee if it is passed.” (eg “This meeting instructs the Area Committee to pursue that objective through the Group ADC…”)
· “If you want to insert a new rule you may need to re-number other rules and amend cross-references to them.”

Andrew Ruffhead (whose email address is ruffhead40b@yahoo.co.uk) is also willing to advise on wording of motions, even if he doesn’t agree with them.



FORTHCOMING 2025 AREA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
	In general, Retired Members are welcome to attend an AGM in another Area, although only members in that Area may vote.
Where AGM details are incomplete or not yet available, further information should be sent out nearer the event. In all cases, a local point-of-contact is listed.



D309 Scotland North (ZE, KW, IV, AB, PH, DD, FK7 upwards, KY, PA20 upwards): Wednesday 12 November at 1100 on Teams or Zoom.  Guest speaker Andrew Ruffhead.  Local POC John Taylor, 07949 313281, eljo73@icloud.com

D310 Scotland South (G, KA, ML, EH, TD, DG, FK 1-6, PA1-19):  Wednesday 15 October at Festival Business Centre, 150 Brand Street, Govan, Glasgow G51 1DH, commencing at 1330.  (Hybrid)  (Lunch available at 1300.)  Short walk from Cessnock subway Station.  9/9a bus service from Buchanan St stops at Percy Street.  Parking available (outside Glasgow LEZ).  Local POC: Graeme Walker, 07790 739127, southscotrmg@btinternet.com

D311 Wales (SY17-SY25, SA, LD, CF, NP): Friday 07 November at the new Prospect Wales HQ on 2nd Floor, Capital Tower Business Centre, Capital Tower, Greyfriars Road, Cardiff, CF10 3AZ, commencing at 1100.  Guest speaker tbd.  (Hybrid)  Local POC Graham Clarkson, 07887 952688, grahamclarkson188@btinternet.com 

D312 Northern Ireland: Thursday 23 October, at Corr's Corner Hotel, Glengormley, Newtownabbey, assembling at 1245.  Local POC: Peter Hedgcock, 02890 628848, hedgcock241@btinternet.com

D313 North West (CA, LA, BB, PR, FY): Thursday 16 October, at the Royal Station Hotel, Market Street, Camforth, commencing at 1030.  Guest speaker Jez Stewart.  Local POC Fran Butler, 07306 367210, fran_butler@blueyonder.co.uk 

D314 North East (NE, DH, SR, DL, TS): Thursday 23 October at Priors Hall, Durham Cathedral, commencing 12.30.  Local POC Mike Dixon, 07922 471448, dixon4474@gmail.com

D315 Yorkshire (BD, HG, YO, LS, HX, HD, WF, S, DN, HU): Tuesday 11 November at Drax Sports Club, Main Road, Drax, North Yorkshire YO8 8PJ; buffet at 1200, meeting starts circa 1300.  Local POC George Betke, 01977 675501, georgebetke@talktalk.net

D316 Cheshire, Manchester, Merseyside, Deeside, North Shropshire & North Wales (CMMDN) (L, CH, WN, BL, WA, MCW, SK, OL, LL, SY1-SY5, SY10-SY16): Thursday 16 October at the British Waterways Museum (in the new Basuto Suite), Ellesmere Port, Wirral CH65 4FW (Hybrid), commencing 1300.  (Tea and Coffee from 1230.)  Local POC John Wright, 07597 366966, jkeithwright@gmail.com 

D317 East Anglia (EN, NR, IP, PE, CB, CO, CM, LU, RM, SG, SS, IG, MK except MK18): Wednesday 29 November at the Red Lion Hotel, Whittlesford, Cambridge, commencing at 1300.  Local POC David Mills, 07973 617769, d.n.mills.69@gmail.com

D318 East Midlands (NG, LN, LE, NN, DE, CV):  Thursday 30 October at Lutterworth Office, 4 Central Park, Lutterworth LE17 4PN, starting at 1100 (Hybrid).  Local POC Tom Smyth, 01476 400504, smyth.tom004@gmail.com  

D319 West Midlands (ST, TF, WV, WS, DY, B, WR, HR, SY6-SY9): Tuesday 14 October at Fernhill Heath War Memorial Hall, 73 Droitwich Rd, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 8RJ, commencing at 1100.  Local POC Tim King, 07511 899872, tking999888@gmail.com 

D320 South West Midlands (GL, OX, MK18): 04 November at "Inn for All Seasons", Little Barrington, Burford OX18 4TN, starting at 1330. Local POC Steve Phillips, 07894 084894, steve_h_phillips@yahoo.co.uk

D321 Central Southern (PO, SO): Tuesday 04 November at the Maritime Club, 75-80 Queens Street, Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 3HS, starting at 1030 for 11:00.  Local POC David Robinson, 07484 279060, gosportdave5@gmail.com

D323 London Central (HA, UB, NW, WC, WD, TW, SW, KT, SM, W, N, E, EC, SE, CR, BR): Tuesday 04 November at 100 Rochester Row, starting at 11:00. (Hybrid) Local POC: Ireen Goulding, 07939 201857, ireen.goulding@gmail.com 

D324 Thames Valley (AL, HP, RG, SL, GU): Wednesday 05 November at the Reading International Solidarity Centre, 35-39 London Street, Reading Postcode RG14 PS starting at 10.30. Tea & coffee will be available from 10.00. Guest Speaker: David Luxton, Deputy General Secretary, CSPA.  Local POC: Arthur Bavister, 01635 46947, a.bavister@btinternet.com 

D325 South East England (BN, TN, CT, DA, ME, RH): Thursday 16 October at the Angel Centre, Angel Lane, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SF, starting at 1100. Guest Speaker John Ferrett.  Local POC Stephen Blunden, 07377 526946, sljblunden@outlook.com. 

D326 Avon Valley (BS, SN, BA, SP): Friday 28 November via Zoom/Teams, commencing at 1100.  Local POC Julian Hayhurst, 07812 492595, jhayhurst11@icloud.com

D327 Southern (TA, DT, BH): Thursday 23 October at Lyme Regis Guildhall Council Chamber, Bridge Street, Lyme Regis, commencing at 1100 (Hybrid). (Parking advice: Lyme’s shorter-term car parks have a maximum stay of 3 hours.)  Guest Speaker Prospect FTO Ben Middleton (if he’s free).  Local POC Adrian Francis, 01278 428376, prospect.rmg.southern@gmail.com

D328 South West (TR, PL, EX, TQ): Wednesday 12 November at the Falstaff Inn, 75 Clittaford Road, Southway, Plymouth PL6 6DT, commencing at 1400.  Local POC Steve Barber, 07977 932892, steve.barber@btinternet.com  
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NOW I'M RE-TYRED,
I'M ALL READY FOR
THE FINAL LAP!
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PLEASE SHOW
US RESPECT
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Bulletin for Retired Members

Online successor to WiseEye from
the RMG National Committee





